Adopted 10/24/17



Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Love, Crescimbeni and Wilson:
RESOLUTION 2017-674-A
A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING AND AUTHORIZING THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL TO INVESTIGATE AND PURSUE LITIGATION WITH RESPECT TO THE PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS AGAINST PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF OPIOIDS, AND ANY OTHER PARTIES AND ANY OTHER ASSOCIATED CLAIMS AS DETERMINED BY THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL AND AUTHORIZING THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER, FOR AND ON BEHALF OF THE CITY, ENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT(S) WITH SPECIAL COUNSEL REGARDING THE CITY’S PROSECUTION OF SAID CLAIMS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City has identified significant damages incurred in connection with the opioid epidemic, which has been declared a national emergency; and 

WHEREAS, the City’s claims against pharmaceutical manufacturers and distributors to recover these identified damages requires expertise by consultants and professionals including but not limited to special counsel, which the Office of General Counsel should be authorized to employ and consult with, as necessary at its discretion; and


WHEREAS, due to the significant amount of time and expense associated with the prosecution of these identified claims coupled with the specific areas of expertise required, it is in the City’s best interest to retain special counsel possessing expertise; and

WHEREAS, it is the City Council’s belief that these public health and safety matters are of immediate community concern and it is of paramount importance that all available resources be dedicated to handling these matters; and
WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, City Council desires to affirm and authorize the Office of General Counsel to pursue any and all available legal means and proceedings to prosecute the appropriate claims against pharmaceutical manufacturers and distributors of opioids, and any other parties, as determined by the Office of General Counsel; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Office of General Counsel Authorized and Directed to Commence Litigation and Engage Special Counsel.  The City Council hereby affirms and authorizes the Office of General Counsel to investigate and pursue litigation, through the appellate process if necessary, associated with the prosecution of claims arising out of damages incurred as a result of the opioid epidemic. This affirmation and authority includes and is not limited to any and all claims, against any and all parties (including but not limited to pharmaceutical manufacturers and distributors) associated with the opioid epidemic, as determined by the Office of General Counsel. Furthermore, in accordance with Section 108.505(d), Ordinance Code, the Office of General Counsel is hereby authorized to execute and deliver on behalf of the City engagement agreement(s) with special counsel to represent the City in its prosecution of said claims.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.
Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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